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‘We Reach for the Stars’

School Parliament Policy 2017-2018
Introduction
This document is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for the School
Parliament at Winlaton West Lane Community Primary School. This policy was formulated
by the School Parliament Co-ordinator (Miss S Westgarth, HLTA) and the School Parliament
Representatives (children) with oversight from RRSA Co-ordinator (Mrs V Nugent). The
implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all class representatives and members
of staff.
Aims and Objectives
1. To provide an opportunity for pupils to become partners in their own education and
to make a positive contribution to the school environment and ethos.
2. To develop and promote children’s self confidence, social skills and their responsible
behaviour towards each other and towards their teachers and members of staff.
3. To develop pupil’s knowledge, skills and understanding of how to contribute to
society as a whole and what it means to be an active citizen.
4. To develop pupil’s recognition of themselves as worthwhile individuals with a right
to be heard.
5. To allow children to have a voice and to share their opinions and ideas with others.
6. To allow children to become more responsible and actively involved in the decision–
making process of the school.
7. To develop important life skills that promotes positive mental health and social
welfare, emotional literacy, moral reasoning, self-esteem, self-awareness,
communication skills, relationship skills and assertiveness.
Organisation and Management of our school parliament
School parliament meetings will be held fortnightly (subject to timetabling and whole school
diary commitments). They will be held at lunch-times or in a designated Personal, Social,
Health Education (PSHE) slot, in a designated classroom.
The agenda for the Parliament session will be drawn up by the School Parliament
representatives. There will be agenda items related to items which may have been
discussed during School Parliament meetings, staff meetings, governor meeting, School

Leadership Team meetings or which have been put forward by subject co-ordinators,
teachers or midday supervisors etc.
Opportunities for the children to raise items gathered from their individual classes should
also be provided. The School Parliament representatives will take notes about the items
discussed and bring them to the next School Parliament meeting. After each School
Parliament meeting, the School Rep will report back to the class on the issues discussed and
the action taken. This should only take 5 minutes out of a lesson.
School Parliament meeting & organisation
Meetings are run and led by the pupils (School Parliament reps). After initial training each
School Parliament rep takes on a designated role or job. These roles are decided
democratically by a Cabinet election in the School Parliament.
Chair Person – Leads meetings and helps set the agenda.
Vice Chair Person – Ensures that all Parliament Representatives carry out their roles
effectively. Sets the agenda together with the Chair Person and the School Parliament
Coordinator. The Vice Chair will also run the meeting in the Chair Person’s absence.
Secretary – Takes the minutes of each meeting. These will be written in note form and
typed up / circulated to staff by the School Parliament Coordinator.
Class Reps – Take the views / seeks opinions of pupils in their individual classes.
Ministers for Subjects / Events – We are planning to have designated Year 6 pupils take
responsibility for designated subjects / events held in school or have ‘special’ responsibility
for their specialist subject areas.
At each Parliament meeting there will be one main issue on the agenda and then
opportunities for all Reps to discuss other ideas raised by the pupils in their class. A copy of
the agenda will be provided for every Rep for them to follow during the meeting.
The minutes of the previous meeting will be taken by the Secretary in note form. The
minutes are read out at the beginning of every meeting and agreed on as correct by every
member. All Parliament members will be asked to sign the minutes, which will then be
copied to the Head Teacher and RRSA teacher (and made available to Governors / staff
should they wish to read them).
Choosing representatives
During the first two weeks of the Autumn term teachers in KS2 will discuss with their classes
the role of the School Parliament. All children should be supported to decide whether they
would like to stand for class Representative and be made aware of what this role entails.
Brainstorming what makes an “effective” parliament Rep is a supportive way to get children
to think about the qualities needed for such a role.
Pupils may be asked to prepare and / or deliver a short speech (manifesto) to the rest of
their class (e.g. stating why they should be chosen).

A secret ballot will be held where each pupil will be given the opportunity to vote. Slips will
be counted by the teacher and the pupils with the highest number of votes are elected as
Representatives.
Class teachers fill in election result sheets and hand them over to the School Parliament
Coordinator immediately after the elections.
This process will take place every new school year to allow continuity within the Parliament.
Pupils elected will serve for one year.
In the event of two or more children drawing in an election, another vote will take place.
Each class must be well represented in terms of gender. A boy and a girl will represent their
class for a whole year. Every child must be given the chance to stand for a leadership role in
one way or the other, irrespective of their language, ethnic background, educational needs
or religious / faith belief. We believe every child has the right to ‘Reach for the Stars’!
The first school parliament meeting
The first School Parliament meeting of the year will take place as soon as possible before
half term in the Autumn term.
It will be chaired by the School Parliament Coordinator and pupils will be given
opportunities to learn about the procedures of meetings, minutes, designated roles, turntaking, discussion, sub-committees, etc.
Photographs of the School Parliament Executives will be taken and displayed on the School
Parliament Notice Board.
Badges will be given out at the whole school ‘Golden Assembly’ and should be worn by the
School Parliament Reps at all times in school.
Parents / carers will be notified of School Parliament membership via the school website /
newsletter and emailing systems.

